RAIN

June 1, 2017

The express bus ride from Arusha, in north central Tanzania, to our home in Mwanza on the south
east shore of Lake Victoria, took 12 hours. We had previously travelled this same road in early
February to attend an agriculture conference in Arusha. The land at that time was brown and the air
was dusty. There were no crops growing in the fields. Now it was the end of April. The rain had been
falling sporadically in the Mwanza area throughout April and it was our hope and prayer that rain
was falling in the other dry areas of Tanzania.
We departed Arusha while it was still dark. As daylight broke, we caught the first glimpse of green in
the farmers’ fields. As our bus journey continued, we were thrilled to see fields of growing corn and
sunflowers. The trees that did not have leaves in February were now full of leaves. Rivers and ponds
that were dry now had water in them. Men were bringing their cattle to the water early in the
morning, to get the first drink of the day. It was truly a glorious sight.
Thank you for your faithful prayers for rain in Tanzania. The farmers were able to plant their seeds
and the land was looking green again. The promise of a good harvest was evident as we rode the
bus back to Mwanza. This was quite a contrast to the drought conditions that we had been
experiencing for many months. As you know from our past newsletters, many farmers did not
harvest any food since March of 2016. The Tanzanian government attempted to take care of the
food insecurity situation on its own. World Renew partners worked hard to help farmers in our area
to receive the needed staple foods so their families did not starve. The prices of these foods in the
markets doubled in price. But the rain gave hope to the people again.
We saw a decrease in the number of people that came to the Health Centre to get medical care. At
first I assumed that the community we lived in was in better heath. When I commented on the
lower number of patients at the Health Centre, I was informed that the decrease in numbers was
due to the economic situation. It is difficult to get healthcare if you cannot pay for it! Still, the Health
Centre was able to complete the basic construction of the new ward and open up more beds for the
sick. This is again another reason to thank God for his provision.

Jannetta with the Matrons at the Health Centre.

The new children’s ward.

The new men’s ward.

Reception area at the new Health Centre.

Phil’s agricultural support to the Conservation Agriculture teachings continues. Phil has been
designing and fabricating ripper attachments for oxen pulled tillage tools as part of the trainings.
These new tools have been demonstrated in the villages and have been well received. The concept
is to reduce field cultivation prior to planting and simply plant in a ripped line in the soil as shown
below.

Phil is sharing new ideas on how to reduce the full cultivation of land prior to planting. He is
teaching the concept of making rip lines in the field as compared to the traditional full field plowing.
This technology saves soil moisture, breaks up a hard plow pan, reduces potential for weeds and
allows for natural rain water to infiltrate the ground. The planting of seeds of the next crop will be
done in the rip line. The cutting disc is able to cut through last year’s crop residue.

An oxen plow shown in the background, the new ripper in the foreground. Note the locally made
oxen yoke. The second photo is a close up of the ripper chisel and the cutting disc.

When he wasn’t in the villages, Phil was busy with construction projects at the new World Renew
national office in Mwanza. The transition of staff to Mwanza and the logistics of the national office
move from Dar es Salaam to Mwanza are going well.

Two work projects at the new national office in Mwanza where Phil was able to teach young men
some new skills in carpentry and painting. The new gazebo and picnic table/benches.

We are writing this final newsletter of term four from our home in Richmond Hill. We arrived back in
Canada the third week of May for our scheduled summer break. We will be home for a few months
to visit with family and friends. As we reflect back on this term, we are grateful for your prayer
support, words of encouragement and financial support.
Psalm 147: verses 7 to 11. NIV “Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; make music to our God on the
harp. He covers the sky with clouds; he supplies the earth with rain and makes grass grow on the
hills. He provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens when they call. His pleasure is not in
the strength of the horse nor his delight in the legs of the man; the Lord delights in those who fear
him, who put their hope in his unfailing love.”
Reasons for Thanksgiving:
The recent rains and the promise of a good harvest.
Our good health and safety during our travels back to Canada
The great World Renew team to work with in Tanzania.
The opportunity to connect again with family and friends in Canada.
All of your prayers for the work of World Renew in Tanzania
Please pray for:
For arrangements that need to be made as we plan for a fifth term of volunteering in Tanzania.
Blessings, Phil and Jannetta VandenBerg
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