
November 4, 2018          Did You Bring the Rains? 

 

Greetings from Tanzania.  We started our sixth term of volunteering in early October.  The past 4 weeks 

have been busy with both Jannetta and Phil following up with agriculture trainings in the villages where 

World Renew, together with our partners, the Africa Inland Church of Tanzania (AICT), have been active 

with the agriculture programming.  The trainings and follow-up are supported by the Canadian 

Government and Canadian Food Grains Bank (CFGB).  We take this opportunity to share what a day in 

the life of a village visit looks like. 

Have you brought the rains?  We have been asked this question several times in the past month. There 

is much anticipation in the rural villages that the short rainy season is about to begin.  The village leaders 

expect us to be bringing something - seeds, a training to expand the farmers knowledge, some new 

remedy to repel the fall army worm which is infesting the young corn plants in the areas where we work 

and hopefully rain and more rain.     

When we arrive in a village with our partner, the Community Development Staff of the AICT, we must 

first make an official visit to the office of the Village Executive Officer (VEO).  This person (like a mayor in 

North America) is an elected official who has the responsibility to know who is travelling in the district 

and what the purpose of their visit is all about.  Introductions are made, and a visitor’s book must be 

signed.  As this office is usually located in the centre of the village, the word quickly spreads that there 

are “new people” in town.  It is the children of the village who crowd around us hesitantly speaking a 

greeting to us in English.  Jannetta and Phil do stand out with broad rimmed sun hats and the smear of 

sunscreen on our arms and faces, making us look even more “white” than we already are. 

   

Inside the Village Executive Officers office.                Enjoying a cup of tea on the way to a village visit. 



After this official visit with the VEO, we make our way to a local café for a briefing over a cup of local 

chai (tea) and chapati (fried flat bread). From here we proceed to see the local farmers. The VEO and 

sometimes an Agriculture Extension Officer (also a government employee who has joined our trainings 

in the past) will jump in the truck with us.  Locations for the visit may be at an AICT church in the same 

village or a nearby village, or we may head to an outdoor classroom under a mango tree.  

During this past month we have been visiting “champion farmers” to encourage them and to follow-up 

with any questions that they may have regarding their farming practices.  Champion farmers have been 

identified by our AICT development staff as farmers who are leaders in their community. These farmers 

are motivated and enthusiastic to learn about new farming practices, have adopted most of the 

trainings in their farming practices and have been enrolled in our CFGB Conservation Agriculture 

programming for the past 3 or more years.   

   

Champion farmers are proud to show us their small plots (usually 1-2 acres in size) and are quick to tell 

us how many other farmers they have been training.  They are excited to explain how they see and 

understand the new technologies that they have learned.  This includes the planting of legumes (beans) 

to build up soil nitrogen and organic matter as well as the practicing of crop rotations which are clearly 

making a difference. The improved soils have resulted in significantly higher yields of the staple crops 

such as corn and cassava.  When we walk through the fields farmed by the “champion farmers”, we 

observe healthier plant stands, much higher plant populations than traditionally seen, fewer weeds and 

significantly advanced plant growth compared to neighbouring farms where farmers are not practicing 

Conservation Agriculture. Farmers also share their challenges with us. This season the challenges include 

erratic rainfall patterns and the infestation of the Fall Army Worm which can destroy the young growing 

corn plant if not scouted and treated on time. 

   

An elderly “champion farmer” sharing his story.   Corn leaf damage caused by the Fall Army Worm. 



     

Champion farmers in their fields.                 Intercropping corn with beans. 

This past month, several of the champion farmers we visited are members of the local AICT church.  The 

church hosted our visit and prepared a meal for all of us.  Having a meal together is important in the 

Tanzanian culture as it fosters the building of community. 

       

Ladies from a local AICT church preparing ugali, rice, beans, meat and a green vegetable dish.  Jannetta 

was gifted with a live chicken by one of the champion farmers. 

At the conclusion of our visits, we are asked to share a word of encouragement for the farmers and a 

then say a prayer of blessing for the whole community. Because the visits pictured in this newsletter 

took place in October, we were also able to talk about the Canadian harvest and the Canadian 

Thanksgiving celebration.  Together, as Tanzanians and Canadians, we were able to thank God for the 

many blessings He has given to all of us. 

Reasons for Thanksgiving:   The opportunity to serve for a sixth term in Tanzania. Seeing positive 

changes (better crops, improved food security and health) in the families of participating farmers in the 

CA program. A diverse and skilled World Renew Tanzanian team. 

Prayer Requests:   That we would be generous and humble in our serving.  Continued health and safety 

in our travels around the Lake Zone area where we live and work.      

Blessings.  Phil and Jannetta VandenBerg.  Global Associates.  World Renew Tanzania 


