
Reflections on our time of serving in Tanzania               March 2020 

 

A In All your ways Acknowledge Him and He shall make your paths straight.  Proverbs 3:6. NIV 

B Belonging – the sense of community we experience in Tanzania, a safe place, a place to be 
invited and welcomed to participate. 

C Conservation agriculture programming in communities.  Strengthening families and 
communities by influencing new farming practices that contribute towards food security. 

D Diversity – found  in our Tanzanian friends, the communities we work in and the animals and 
plants that are very different from Canada.  The yummy mangoes and pineapples, locally grown. 

E Empowerment - of people and communities as the teachings are accepted and adopted and 
change is evident.  

F Faith - personal growth in our faith journey.  Working alongside World Renew staff and our 
partner, the Africa Inland Church of Tanzania. 

G Growth that is evident in the capacity of partners; the growth we witnessed in crops; the growth 
of our family in Canada (three beautiful grandchildren, the latest born December 17, 2019). 

H Health care – assessing and responding.  Teaching and influencing good health practices and 
procedures. 

I Indirect – Our Tanzanian friends do not wish to offend; therefore it is impolite to be direct. 

J Jamaa – Kiswahili word for family relationships -we felt accepted as family during our time in 
Tanzania. 

K Kusindikizwa – Kiswahili for “to be accompanied by/escorted by” i.e. along the road, to the 
home of a friend or leaving a village. 

L Love and Laughter.  Relationships and the importance of being present and spending time 
together. 

M Mechanization of agriculture - What labor-intensive work done manually today can be 
mechanized tomorrow? 



N Nutrition – What is on your plate?  Is it a balanced diet?  Teaching and trainings on a balanced 
and diverse diet.  

O Office in Mwanza and the World Renew Tanzania team we are blessed to work with. 

P Pole Pole – Kiswahili word for slowly. Reminds us of an African proverb, “If you want to go fast – 
go alone.  If you want us to follow – go at our pace”. 

Q ??  There are no words in Kiswahili that start with Q. 

R Roads and distances to destinations meant many hours spent in a vehicle along bumpy roads. 

S Serving.  It has been a blessing to serve for almost seven years in Tanzania. 

T Tribal groups – understanding the different tribal cultures and how to work with them. 

U Understanding - When we thought we had it figured out there was still much more to learn. 

V Vizuri – good/beautiful in Kiswahili. World Renew is changing the story in Tanzania. 

W Wazungu – Kiswahili word for persons with white skin. 

X The missing letter in the picture at the top of this newsletter. 

Y You, me, we, and God … together. 

Z Zebra crossings (known as pedestrian crossings outside of Tanzania).  Forgetting to obey these 
and then being spotted by a traffic officer, gives one the opportunity to greet the officer and 
make a “contribution”.   

       

Kusindikizwa – spending time with school children who met and walked with us on the road. 

     

Health care.   Farmers training farmers            Opportunity for appropriate technology. 



      

God’s promises are forever sure.                   World Renew Tanzania team. 

      

Two of our champion farmers with program support by Canada Foodgrains Bank.                    Mwanza 

       

The challenges of too much rainfall.  Empowering a family through sharing of new farming practices. 

           

Identifying gaps in nutrition and providing information on the need for balanced diets.  



        

Conservation agriculture.  Keeping the ground covered and using crop rotations compared to traditional 
farming practices. 

       

                    A sense of belonging and jamaa. 

Reasons for prayer: 

- Reflecting over 7 years of volunteering in Africa, we are now 7 weeks away from saying 
goodbye to the individuals and communities we have worked with.  Pray that we will 
finish well and that our travels back to Canada April 21st will be safe. 

- Continue to pray for the work of World Renew in Tanzania, our partners, our team and 
new opportunities. 

Reasons for thankfulness: 

- We are thankful for the relationships that we have formed and the motivation by 
farmers to continue the new agriculture practices that they have learned.  The 
government of Tanzania has recognized the value of conservation agriculture and it is 
working towards implementation of a new national agriculture policy that reflects the 
principals of conservation agriculture. 

- We are thankful for supporting churches, communities and individuals…for your words 
of encouragement, for your prayers and for your financial support. 

Blessings,  

Phil and Jannetta VandenBerg.  Global Associates.  World Renew Tanzania. 


